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The purpose of the workshop is to give an overview on the current state of the European satellite navi-
gation project GALILEO. The focus is on the perspectives for different (commercial) applications for public
and private use (in fields such as transport management, or navigation as well as leisure activities).

The GALILEO Programme is a joint initiative of the European Commission and the European Space
Agency to provide Europe with its own independent global satellite navigation system. The Galileo system
will allow users to pinpoint their location at any time to a high degree of accuracy. The system is meant to
ensure Europe’s competitiveness in a global market in satellite navigation products and services. When fully
deployed, GALILEO will consist of a constellation of 30 satellites. After the completion of the so called
“definition phase” GALILEO has entered the development phase and is planned to become operable for
testing with a first set of four satellites in 2008. Negotiations with a consortium of companies that have
been identified as being qualified to take over the responsibility of operating the satellite system and devel-
oping its applications in a public private partnership (PPP) are expected to be concluded in summer 2006.
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